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A Special Message from HE Eklil Hakimi,
Minister of Finance 
Laying the Foundation for Self-Reliance through Fiscal Reforms 

Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

Fiscal reforms undertaken by the Ministry of Finance over the past few years
have laid the foundation for achieving our vision of self-reliance, gradually
reducing Afghanistan’s dependence on foreign aid.

I have overseen a robust set of fiscal reforms at the Ministry that addressed
serious flaws in our budgeting processes, put systems in place to prevent
corruption, and charted us on a path to sustained economic growth, gradual
revenue increase, realistic spending, and effective public finance management.
Laying this fiscal foundation has been key to allowing us to budget for, plan,
and implement the reforms and citizen-focused programs in the Afghanistan
National Peace and Development Framework (ANPDF).

Over the past few years, we have seen the results of these intense reform
efforts. For the first time, Afghanistan has a national budget (2018) that is
transparent and aligned with our national priorities, passed by the Parliament in
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March. After rapid recovery and growth in 2015 and 2016 following the
economic crisis of 2014, the Ministry exceeded its revenue collection goal for
2017 by 16.6 billion Afghanis, increasing the revenue by nearly 14%. The
economy continues to grow. In 2017, the GDP grew by 2.5% and projections for
2018 are at 3%. 

We have far to go in achieving our economic and fiscal goals, but we have
shown immense progress in a short period of time. We look forward to
continuing to deliver on these critical reforms, and achieving our vision of self-
reliance. 

Sincerely, 

Minister Eklil Hakimi
Ministry of Finance
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan

Read more on Afghanistan's fiscal reforms:
United States Institute of Peace 3-Part Series:
Part 1: Afghanistan’s Revenue Turnaround in 2015, February 2016,
William Byrd and Deputy Minister of Finance M. Khalid Payenda

Part 2: Revenue Growth in Afghanistan Continues Strong, but Future
Uncertain, February 2017, William Byrd and M. Khalid Payenda

Part 3: Improving Afghanistan’s Public Finances in 2017–2019:
Raising Revenue and Reforming the Budget, William Byrd and Shah
Zaman Farahi, April 2018
____________________________________________________
"The 2018 Afghan National Budget: Confronting hard realities by
accelerating reforms", Afghanistan Analysts Network, Bill Byrd and Kate
Clark

Open Budget Survey 2017 Ranks Afghan Budget Second Most
Transparent in the Region, Higher than Global Average

https://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/PB201-Afghanistans_Revenue_Turnaround_In_2015.pdf
https://www.usip.org/publications/2017/02/revenue-growth-afghanistan-continues-strong-future-uncertain
https://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/2018-04/sr_424_byrd_farahi_final.pdf
https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/the-2018-afghan-national-budget-confronting-hard-realities-by-accelerating-reforms/
https://www.afghanembassy.us/news/open-budget-survey-2017-ranks-afghan-budget-second-most-transparent-in-the-region-higher-than-global-average/
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Ministry of Finance Announces Unprecedented Increase In Revenue This
Year

An Message from Naheed Sarabi,
Deputy Minister of Finance for Policy
Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

Two years ago, Afghanistan’s National Unity Government (NUG) embarked on
a journey to make government more accountable, cut corruption from the public
sector, improve the lives of poor, women, and youth, and put citizens back at
the heart of public service. This vision was captured in a series of plans,
policies, and programs laid out in the Afghanistan National Peace and
Development Framework and 10 National Priority Programs (NPPs).

As someone who has been working for Afghanistan’s development for the past
decade, it is an honor for me to lead the dynamic Policy department at the
Ministry of Finance since 2016.

We work closely with our partners across government and internationally to
coordinate the implementation and monitoring of Afghanistan's national
development policies and NPPs.

Since 2014, the focus of the government has been implementing a whole-of-
government reforms agenda presented to the international community and the
Afghan people in 2016 at the Brussels conference. As we approach key
conferences over the course of this year, including the Joint Coordination and
Monitoring Board in July in Kabul, and the Ministerial Conference in November

https://www.afghanembassy.us/news/ministry-of-finance-announces-unprecedented-increase-in-revenue-this-year/
http://policymof.gov.af/afghanistan-national-development-framework/
http://policymof.gov.af/national-priority-programs/
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in Geneva, I look forward to sharing with you some of the many achievements
we have made in implementing the government’s vision for a peaceful and
prosperous Afghanistan.

I hope you will enjoy reading this newsletter each month. We thank you for your
partnership and we look forward to continued engagement with you as we
progress on our path to self-reliance.

Sincerely, 

Naheed Sarabi
Deputy Minister of Policy
Ministry of Finance
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan

Reforms in Review series
Part 1: Justice Sector Reform
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The Policy department has launched a new series to chart reforms
progress across the Afghan government. 

We launch the series this month with an in-depth review of the reforms on-
going to cut corruption and improve access to justice for the Afghan people.
Read about the achievements and next steps in justice sector reform here.

Reforms in the News
Don't miss these articles on reforms that appeared recently in the international
media:

"To generate jobs and security, Afghanistan must generate power," The Hill, Dr.
Mohammad Humayon Qayoumi

"Guest Post: Afghanistan’s Radical–and So-Far-Surprisingly Successful–Public
Procurement Reforms", Global Anti-Corruption Post, Sohail Kaakar, Mathew

http://policymof.gov.af/reforms-in-review-part-1-the-justice-sector/
http://thehill.com/opinion/international/378405-to-generate-jobs-and-security-afghanistan-must-first-generate-power
http://thehill.com/opinion/international/378405-to-generate-jobs-and-security-afghanistan-must-first-generate-power
https://globalanticorruptionblog.com/2018/03/08/guest-post-afghanistans-radical-and-so-far-surprisingly-successful-public-procurement-reforms/#more-11258
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Stephenson, and Mark Pyman

"Afghanistan is moving from stabilization to growth", The Hill, Ajmal Ahmady

Reports from our Partners
World Bank and Asian Development Bank launched reports recently on
improvements in the health sector, agricultural development, and public-private
partnerships in Afghanistan. 

World Bank Report: Afghanistan Makes Strong, Sustained Health Gains
Despite Continuing Insecurity

Asian Development Bank report: Private Sector Investment Needed to Support
Growth in Afghanistan

World Bank report: Jobs from Agriculture in AfghanistanSubscribe Past Issues Translate

https://globalanticorruptionblog.com/2018/03/08/guest-post-afghanistans-radical-and-so-far-surprisingly-successful-public-procurement-reforms/#more-11258
http://thehill.com/opinion/international/381582-afghanistan-is-moving-from-stabilization-to-growth
http://thehill.com/opinion/international/378405-to-generate-jobs-and-security-afghanistan-must-first-generate-power
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2018/03/06/world-bank-report-afghanistan-makes-strong-sustained-health-gains-despite-continuing-insecurity
https://www.adb.org/news/private-sector-investment-needed-support-growth-afghanistan-adb
https://www.adb.org/news/private-sector-investment-needed-support-growth-afghanistan-adb
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/661131517899018100/Jobs-from-Agriculture-in-Afghanistan
http://eepurl.com/dtPl5n
https://us18.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=79cf2be1a380db14ec55d2b04&id=f3d0316298
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World Bank's Procuring Infrastructure PPPs 2018 report: Afghanistan
highlighted for its prominent regulatory reforms to create an enabling

environment for PPPs

Other News
Minister of Finance Meets Acting Secretary General of World Customs

Organization 

In Washington, DC, Deputy Minister Meets Policymakers and US
Government Officials to Discuss Reforms

Advisor to President Ghani for Infrastructure Dr. Mohammad Qayoumi
strengthens US partnerships for energy, urban and human capital

development

Copyright © 2018, Office of the Deputy Minister for Policy, Ministry of Finance, All rights reserved.

Our address is:
Ministry of Finance

Office of the Deputy Minister for Policy
Pashtunistan Watt
Kabul, Afghanistan

https://pppknowledgelab.org/documents/5453
http://policymof.gov.af/minister-of-finance-meets-acting-secretary-general-of-world-customs-organization/
http://policymof.gov.af/in-washington-dc-deputy-minister-meets-policymakers-and-us-government-officials-to-discuss-reforms/
http://policymof.gov.af/advisor-to-president-ghani-for-infrastructure-dr-mohammad-qayoumi-strengthens-us-partnerships-for-energy-urban-and-human-capital-development/
https://www.facebook.com/PolicyMoFAFG/
http://www.twitter.com/MOF_policy
http://policymof.gov.af/
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