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German Government Committed to
Fund 182.6 million (AFN 17.4 billion) for
Development Cooperation with Afghanistan

Y+th June -Y-¥\ The Governments of Afghanistan and Federal

Republic of Germany held negotiations on development
cooperation. The German government undertakes to provide the
Government of Afghanistan with a new amount of about EUR
VAY,1 million (about AFN 3V,¢ billion) for bilateral cooperation.
In his speech, State Secretary Jaeger head of the German delegation
emphasised, ‘We stand ready to work with the government and the
many committed Afghans to contribute to a sustainable development
of Afghanistan. We will only succeed in our joint efforts for a
peaceful, socially just and economically strong Afghanistan if all
actors are committed to a political solution to the on-going conflict.”
The delegations agreed on the allocation of funding for development
cooperation in Y-Y). Financial Cooperation projects will be
allocated EUR VY« million (about AFN \,¢ billion) and Technical
Cooperation projects EUR ¢V,1 million (about AFN ¢,0 billion).
An additional amount of EUR Y0 million (about AFN \,¢ billion)
is made available via the BMZ special initiative tackling the Root
Causes of Displacement - Reintegrating Refugees. The funds will
be used to extend ongoing activities to improve access to basic
services and legal assistance for refugees, returnees and IDPs.
BMZ is making further funding available directly to non-
governmental organisations working with communities in
Afghanistan. In addition, the German Federal Foreign Office
provides substantial funding for stabilisation and humanitarian
assistance. Germany is thus on track to fulfil its pledge at the Geneva
Conference Y+Y - to provide a total amount of up to EUR ¢Y'+ million
(about AFN ¢V billion) in civil assistance for Afghanistan in Y-Y}.
H.E. Khalid Payenda, Acting Minister of Finance said: ‘The
friendship and good relations between Afghanistan and Germany
have a long history of more than a century. The Government
of Afghanistan acknowledges the assistance by the German
Government and the German people for Afghanistan on its path

to building a stable democracy and moving towards efficiency

and self-reliance’ He later added, ‘I admire your resilience,
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